NORTH  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE. 


The  Rural  District  Council  of  Wath 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1953 


Metcalf es  &  Harper,  Ltd.,  Printers,  Ripon. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b302401 1 6 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Wath,  Yorks.,  N.R. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1953,  for  the  area  of  the  Rural  District 
Council  of  Wath. 

The  area  comprising  the  Rural  District  of  Wath  is  situate 
in  the  extreme  South-West  of  the  North  Riding.  It  forms  a 
portion  of  the  boundary  with  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and 
is  a  purely  agricultural  district.  Two-thirds  of  the  area  consist 
of  rich  bearing  corn  and  roots  land.  The  remainder  is  good 
pasture.  It  is  not  well  watered  in  the  centre,  there  being  a  scarcity 
of  springs  and  streams,  but  the  major  portion  overlies  the  new 
red  sandstone  water  bearing  rock,  with  the  exception  of  a  marked 
geological  ‘  fault.’  This  runs  from  the  centre  in  an  easterly 
direction,  and  yields  undrinkable  water  owing  to  its  gypsum  and 
pyrites  constituents. 

The  River  Swale  runs  full  length  of  its  Eastern  boundary, 
and  the  River  Ure  is  partly  the  Western  side  boundary,  which  at 
one  point  approaches  the  City  of  Ripon. 

The  annual  rainfall  averages  24 — 27  inches.  Height  above 
sea-level  60’ — -80’. 

Throughout  the  year  work  was  plentiful  for  all.  There  was 
no  shortage  of  workers  even  at  the  seasonal  times  of  gathering 
the  crops. 

The  Wath  Rural  District  Area  lies  in  the  centre  of  the  Vale 
of  York  and  is  considered  a  farming  ideal.  Agriculture,  the 
oldest  and  most  important  of  all  industries  and  occupations  is 
followed  by  the  majority  of  the  workers  of  this  rural  area,  though 
some  are  employed  in  adjoining  towns  and  government  service 
establishments. 

The  soil  of  the  district  is  of  a  rich  nature  and  friable  in 
character  in  most  parts.  This  natural  gift,  together  with  the 
present  day  advanced  high  standard  of  scientific  and  mechanical 
farming  assisted  by  recent  and  helpful  legislation,  produced  an 
exceptional  and  bountiful  supply  of  high  quality  food  stuffs  during 
the  year,  which  greatly  helped  in  the  world  shortage  of  our  food 
supplies. 

The  resident  worker  in  agriculture  continues  to  feel  the  loss 
of  his  pig  and  poultry,  particularly  as  he  grows  the  essential  diets 
for  these,  but  he  is  now  certainly  coming  into  his  own,  as  he  is 
being  well  and  comfortably  housed  with  all  the  essentials  of  a 
modern  house  with  modern  sanitation  and  ample  space,  light, 
privacy  and  dignity.  This  happy  development  makes  the 
agricultural  worker  less  restless  and  more  attached  to  the  land, 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Townships  in  area 

•  •  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11 

Area  in  acres  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

17007 

Population  (including  Service  personnel) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3494 

Total  number  of  Council  houses  built  up  to  31st  Dec.,  1953 

86 

Total  built  from  1st  Jan.,  1945,  to  31st 

Dec., 

1953  ... 

68 

Total  in  construction  at  31st  Dec.,  1953 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

Estimated  product  of  a  Penny  Rate 

•  •  • 

.  a  •  c  .  • 

£87/10/- 

Number  of  houses  inhabited 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

610 

,,  ,,  uninhabited 

... 

.  .  . 

25 

Live  Births,  1953  : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

33 

34 

67 

Illegitmate 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

34 

35 

69 

Still  Births,  1953  : — 

M  ales 

Females 

Legitimate 

0 

1 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Total 

0 

1 

Live  Birth  Rate  1953 — 49.8. 

per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
Still  Birth  Rate  1953 — 0.20. 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 


Males  Females 

Deaths  (all  causes)  1953  ...  ...  17  11 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  0 

Illegitimate  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  0  0 


Total 

28 


2 

0 


Total 


0 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  0 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  0  0 


1 

0 


Total 


1  0  1 


Death  Rate,  1953 — 8.00. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Total  Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  28.98 

Illegitimate  Children,  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age  ...  ...  0.00 
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GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Tuberculosis  : — - 

N.R.  County  Council  provides  all  services  for  all  branches 
of  Tuberculosis  cases. 

Maternity  : — 

Full  and  efficient  service  provided  by  N.R.  County  Council. 
AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

National  Health  Services  provided  excellent  and  prompt 
service. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

(a)  W.  C.  Eden,  Clerk  to  Wath  R.D.C.,  7,  Park  Street,  Ripon. 

Telephone  Ripon  576. 

(b)  T.  Carter  Mitchell,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health,  Topeliffe,  Thirsk. 

Telephone  Topeliffe  230. 

(c)  C.  D.  Hunter,  D.P.A.,  M.S.I.A.,  Surveyor  and  Sanitary 

Inspector,  7,  Park  Street,  Ripon.  Telephone  Ripon  576. 

HOUSING,  PLANNING  AND  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 
Chairman  :  Councillor  T.  English,  J.P. 

Members  : 

Councillors  E.  Abel,  E.  W.  Barley,  J.  Brocklebank,  M.B.E., 
J.P.,  C.C.,  R.  Clark,  L.  M.  Dawson,  T.  R.  English,  F.  S.  Foster, 
G.  Frank,  H.  Kilvington,  T.  L.  Stubbs. 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1953. 


M  F 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  Disease  (stomach)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Vascular  Disease  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  2  2 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  -  1 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  4 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  .... 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Other  and  ill-defined  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

All  other  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  1 

Nephritis 

Coronary  and  Angina  Disease  .  2 

Totals  ...  ...  17  11 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


RATES  PER  1,000  HOME  POPULATION. 

Births — 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19.20 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.20 

Deaths — 

All  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.01 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.28 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.28 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.28 

Notifications — 

Sonne  Dysentry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.14 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.85 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Erysipilas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.50 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.14 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Tuberculosis  (Service  Personnel)  ...  ...  ...  0.85 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age,  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  28.98 
Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age  ...  0.00 

Notifications — 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Maternal  Mortality  (all  causes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age  (all  causes)  .  35.70 
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NURSING. 

Four  N.R.C.C.  District  Nurses  practice  daily  throughout 
the  area. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Cases  were  removed  to  Thistle  Hill 
Isolation  Hospital,  Knaresborough,  West  Riding,  Yorks. 

The  above  four  District  Nurses  practice  as  Midwives  through¬ 
out  the  Council’s  area. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

These  were  efficiently  and  promptly  supplied  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Northallerton,  under  North  Riding  County 
Council  direction. 

Regular  and  methodical  use  was  made  of  these  for  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  drinking  water,  and  milk. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  VACCINATION  (IMMUNIZATION). 

Immunization  was  efficiently  carried  out  during  the  year. 
Children  were  done  in  their  own  homes,  and  in  mobile  clinics. 
Vaccination  was  also  performed.  A  few  parents  or  guardians 
showed  some  objection  to  these  two  child  life  savers. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

There  are  eleven  townships  in  the  Council’s  area,  all  of  which 
have  a  piped  supply  of  drinking  water. 

Two  of  these  are  privately  owned. 

Three  townships  had  a  constant  and  pure  and  ample  supply 
as  they  were  provided  by  a  main  from  the  Thirsk  Water  Company. 
The  privately  owned  supplies,  along  with  the  other  Council  owned 
supplies,  were  regularly  submitted  to  the  N.R.  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Northallerton  for  Bacteriological  examination. 

WATER. 

Rainton  Village  supply.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
scheme  to  replace  the  old  piped  supply  to  this  village  was  at  last 
set  in  motion.  The  old  supply  has  for  long  been  a  constant  source 
of  anxiety  owing  to  its  antiquity  and  its  vulnerability  to  pollution. 
The  new  scheme  makes  use  of  a  borehole  supply  situated  at  the 
adjoining  hamlet  of  Baldersby  St.  James  and  for  the  joint  use  of 
both  villages. 

Details  of  the  above  are  stated  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
section  of  this  report,  as  are  also  present  details  of  the  other  water 
supplies  in  the  Council’s  area. 


THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT. 


The  satisfactory  working  and  benefits  to  all  sections  of  the 
general  community  were  as  pleasing  as  in  last  year’s  report. 

First  rate  medical  and  surgical  skill  and  attention  was  available 
and  consistently  made  use  of  by  all  the  inhabitants. 

The  hospital  services  were  readily  available  day  and  night, 
and  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  admission  of  all 
patients  requiring  out-patient  or  in-patient  treatment  at  the 
adjoining  hospitals  at  Ripon,  Harrogate,  Leeds  and  York. 

The  maternity  services  continued  to  work  smoothly,  efficiently 
and  generously.  The  maternity  mother  entered  the  best  maternity 
wards  free  of  charge  as  to  treatment  and  transport,  when  her 
home  conditions  made  it  advisable  or  necessary. 

The  position  of  the  elderly  retired,  the  pensioners  and  childless 
old  people  was  much  relieved  and  improved  by  the  prompt  action 
of  the  Welfare  Officer  which  generally  brought  about  a  happier 
and  less  anxious  time  for  these  dear  old  people  in  their  last  few 
years  of  existence. 


HOUSING. 

The  Council  were  fortunate  in  having  such  satisfactory 
allocations  for  house  building. 

There  was  no  delay  or  break  in  the  continued  progress  during 
the  year. 

All  were  brick  built  traditional  houses  of  similar  yet  generous 
types  and  no  reduction  of  standard  was  necessary  due  to  reasonable 
prices  and  expeditious  work. 

Each  village  has  been  given  its  full  quota  as  based  on  its  need. 
Excellent  progress  in  building  these  new  houses,  as  reported  last 
year,  was  even  more  marked  due  to  the  energy  of  the  Council’s 
officials  and  to  a  markedly  progressive  Council  whose  members 
at  all  times  kept  themselves  acquainted  with  the  needs  of  the 
district  for  further  new  houses. 

Overcrowding  in  the  Council’s  area  was  abolished  during  the 
year  by  the  transferring  of  all  overcrowded  cases  to  newly  built 
houses  in  the  same  or  adjoining  villages. 

I  feel  assured  that  the  standards  achieved  and  results  obtained 
cannot  be  excelled  by  the  majority  of  other  local  authorities. 

The  housing  programme  was  just  coming  to  an  end  towards 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  the  Council  decided  to  put  in 
action  the  building  of  bungalows  for  the  retired,  the  bereaved, 
and  the  newly  married.  This  will  supply  a  great  need,  for  these 
bungalows  will  be  smaller,  easier  to  work,  and  less  rent  than  the 
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larger  houses.  It  is  planned  to  erect  bungalows  in  each  village 
and  this  will  automatically  cut  down  the  demand  for  the  larger 
houses  as  a  result  of  the  freeing  of  these  by  the  older  people. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  large  undertaking  for  the  supply  of  a  new  sewerage  scheme 
combined  for  the  adjoining  two  large  villages  of  Wath  and  Mel- 
merby  was  set  in  motion  in  the  last  few  days  of  the  year.  This 
is  the  first  of  the  schemes  to  provide  for  each  village  a  sound 
system  of  sewerage  so  as  to  overcome  the  continued  gross  pollution 
now  existing  in  each  township,  as  no  otherwise  practical  solution 
was  possible  to  remove  the  present  discharge  of  large  quantities 
of  untreated  material  into  the  adjoining  water  ways. 

Details  of  the  Wath  and  Melmerby  Scheme  are  supplied  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  section  of  this  report,  as  are  the  existing 
conditions  of  all  the  sewage  disposal  of  your  district. 

MILK. 

About  the  same  quantity  and  quality  of  milk  is  produced  as 
in  former  years.  Most  of  it  is  consigned  to  the  large  Milk  Collecting 
Centres  where  it  is  heat  treated.  This  leaves  the  Producer  Retailers’ 
milk  as  consumed  in  the  village  of  its  origin  as  not  so  treated.  Until 
pasteurization,  which  certainly  is  more  appreciated  now,  is  used 
to  treat  this  milk,  then  bacteriological  examination  of  this  milk 
should  be  made  fairty  frequently  as  a  check  to  safeguard  rural 
consumers. 


FOOD. 

There  are  no  places  where  food  is  prepared  in  bulk  or  pro¬ 
cessed.  Meat  is  sold  in  the  butchers’  shops,  but  even  more  from 
vans  travelling  the  villages  and  supplying  consumers. 

Bakery  and  meat  vans  are  numerous.  These  should  be  graded 
or  registered. 

Both  types  of  van  were  inspected  during  their  rounds. 

The  only  hotels  supplying  meals  are  small  and  occasional 
and  obtain  their  food  from  nearby  sources  for  that  purpose. 

Ice  cream  vehicles  are  frequently  seen,  but  their  headquarters 
are  in  neighbouring  small  towns. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  arose  during  the  year  in  this  area. 

I  am, 

You  obedient  Servant, 

T.  CARTER  MITCHELL,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Wath  R.D.C. 


6/7/54. 
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Report  of  the  Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector 

1953. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wath  R.D.C. 
Gentlemen, 

The  most  pleasing  features  of  the  year  under  review  were, 
without  doubt,  the  granting  of  the  permission  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  for  the  Council  to  commence 
work  on  the  Rainton  and  Baldersby  St.  James  Water  Scheme 
and  on  the  Wath  and  Melmerby  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 

The  former  represents  the  last  of  the  Council’s  major  schemes 
of  water  supply.  On  its  completion  an  ample  supply  of  pure 
water  in  pipes  will  be  available  to  all  centres  of  population  within 
the  district. 

The  Wath  and  Melmerby  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  on  the 
other  hand  is  the  first  of  the  Council’s  schemes  for  the  provision 
of  satisfactory  sewerage  facilities  throughout  the  district.  The 
urgency  with  which  these  schemes  are  required  is  increasing  con¬ 
tinually,  and  when  the  full  impetus  of  the  drive  to  improve  the 
amenities  attached  to  those  dwellings  which  are  suitable  for 
improvement  becomes  felt  then  conditions  may  well  approach 
the  chaotic  unless  it  is  possible  for  sewage  disposal  schemes  to 
proceed  at  the  same  time. 

In  the  field  of  housing,  with  particular  reference  to  new  building, 
a  year  of  steady  progress  can  be  recorded.  Elsewhere  in  this  report 
detailed  statements  appear  which  show  the  Council’s  record  in 
this  direction.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  attention  is  now  turning 
towards  a  determined  effort  to  improve  the  standard  of  condition 
and  amenity  in  existing  dwellings.  That  this  will  place  an  ad¬ 
ditional  burden  upon  all  concerned  with  it  is  both  inevitable  and 
obvious,  but  I  am  nevertheless  convinced  that  all  Sanitary 
Inspectors  will  welcome  legislation  in  this  field  as  the  need  to  stop 
the  rot  in  existing  property  has  been  apparent  for  some  time  to 
all  engaged  in  inspecting  such  houses  from  day  to  day. 

Total  number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes  .  1321 

Number  of  inspections  for  nuisances  under  Public  Health  Act  42 

Number  of  nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  for  nuisances .  14 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  inspections  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  529 

Number  of  defective  houses  made  fit  as  a  result  of  informal 

action  .  39 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  2 

Number  of  inspections  of  shops  and  food  premises  ...  13 

Number  of  inspections  of  licensed  premises  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  inspections  of  factories  and  workshops  ...  15 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


A  piped  water  supply  is  available  in  all  of  the  eleven  parishes 
of  the  area.  Except  in  one  parish  these  are  available  for  all  the 
centres  of  population  within  the  parish.  The  hamlet  of  Baldersby 
St.  James  however,  which  is  within  the  parish  of  Baldersby,  is 
without  any  satisfactory  supply,  and  the  population  here  are 
dependent  upon  shallow  wells  which  yield  water  which  is  of  an 
unsatisfactory  quality,  and  of  inadequate  quantity  in  times  of 
continued  drought.  The  water  supply  to  the  parish  of  Rainton 
is  one  of  considerable  antiquity.  Its  source  is  from  springs  the 
exact  position  of  which  is  unknown.  As  a  result  the  springhead 
cannot  be  protected  from  pollution,  and  the  water  is,  therefore, 
of  a  very  poor  quality.  At  the  same  time  the  yield  of  water  is 
not  sufficient  to  meet  an  ever  increasing  demand  resulting  from 
the  development  of  the  village  by  the  erection  of  new  houses, 
the  improvement  of  the  old,  and  the  extension  of  the  agricultural 
demand.  Lastly  the  position  of  the  source  is  such  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  provide  all  the  houses  in  the  village  with  a  supply  of 
sufficient  pressure  to  reach  first  floor  level.  In  all  other  cases 
the  water  supply  available  is  of  good  quality  and  is  adequate  in 
quantity. 

During  the  course  of  1952  a  bore  hole  was  sunk  close  to  the 
hamlet  of  Baldersby  St.  James  with  a  view  to  providing  a  sufficient 
and  wholesome  supply  both  for  that  hamlet  and  for  the  adjoining 
village  of  Rainton. 

The  end  of  the  year  saw  the  Council  in  a  position  to  start 
work  on  this  scheme  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  year  1954  will 
see  this  the  last  of  the  Council's  major  water  schemes,  completed 
and  in  operation. 

Chemical  analyses  of  the  several  water  supplies  show  that, 
with  the  exception  of  the  waters  obtained  from  the  Ripon  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  the  Thirsk  and  District  Water  Co.,  both  of  which  are  from 
upland  gathering  grounds,  all  the  water  supplied  by  the  Rural 
Council  is  of  a  very  considerable  degree  of  hardness.  This,  of 
course,  is  a  source  of  considerable  inconvenience  to  the  housewife, 
and  complaints  are  occasionally  heard  on  this  score. 

The  first  table  given  below  shows  details  of  the  various 
supplies  within  the  Rural  District  together  with  remarks  on  their 
quality  and  quantity. 

The  second  table  records  the  number  of  samples  taken  from 
the  several  supplies  and  the  result  thereof. 

The  third  table  shows  details  of  the  numbers  of  houses  and 
populations  taking  water  from  the  several  supplies. 
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Wath  .  .  Wath  Village  Borehole  Good  Adequate  Automatic  Electric 

Pumping  Plant 


Bacteriological  Examinations — Number  Chemical  Analyses 

Name  of  Supply  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Number  Satisfactory  Number  Unsatisfactory 
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Rainton 


TABLE  III. 


Number  drawing  water 
Parish  direct  from  mains. 

Number  drawing  water 
by  means  of  stand  pipes. 

Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Estimated 
Houses  Population 

Asenby 

44 

157 

3  7 

Baldersby 

37 

113 

9  26 

Cundall-with-Leckby 

24 

99 

2  5 

Dishforth 
(excluding  R.A.F. 
Station) 

65 

229 

19  71 

Hutton  Conyers 
(excluding  M.O.S. 
Depot) 

13 

49 

8  32 

Marton-le-Moor 

23 

71 

7  29 

Melmerby 
(excluding  M.O.S. 
Depot) 

76 

253 

5  15 

Middleton  Quernhow 

11 

35 

—  — 

Norton  Conyers 

18 

65 

■ —  — 

Rainton-with-N  ewby 

71 

207 

16  43 

Wath 

59 

187 

—  — 

T otals 

.  441 

1465 

69  228 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  treatment  of  the  sewage  from  the  several  villages  in  the 
area  has  for  long  been  most  unsatisfactory.  The  village  of  Wath 
has  a  primitive  land  treatment  sewage  works,  and  all  the  other 
villages  rely  upon  a  most  inadequate  system  of  settlement  tanks. 
Many  of  the  village  sewers  are  unsatisfactory  as  regards  either 
construction  or  fall  or  both  and  neither  they  nor  the  disposal 
systems  are  in  any  way  adequate  to  deal  with  the  volume  of 
sewage  they  are  now  called  upon  to  treat.  As  a  result  pollution 
of  several  water  courses  is  inevitable  and  is  more  pronounced  than 
it  was  in  the  years  before  the  war. 

Consulting  Engineers  have,  on  the  Council’s  instruction, 
prepared  schemes  for  the  provision  of  sewage  works  in  all  villages 
and  the  replacement  of  defective  sewers  where  this  is  necessary. 
The  Council  have  established  a  list  of  priority  for  these  works 
and  have  now  received  authority  to  commence  work  on  the  first 
of  these — that  to  serve  the  villages  of  Wath  and  Melmerby.  Work 
on  this  scheme  should  be  completed  towards  the  end  of  1954  and 
preparatory  work  already  undertaken  in  part  should  ensure  that, 
given  authority  to  do  so,  the  Council  will  be  ready  to  proceed  with 
the  next  most  urgent  schemes  at  an  early  date. 

During  1953  no  new  sewers  were  laid  and  no  extensions  of 
existing  sewers  were  made. 


HOUSING. 

Total  number  of  Council  houses  occupied  31st 

Dec.,  1953  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Total  number  of  Council  houses  built  from  1945 

to  31st  Dec.,  1953  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Total  number  of  Council  houses  under  construction 

at  31st  Dec.,  1953  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


The  table  below  gives 
in  the  several  parishes  : — 

the  distribution  of  these  Council  houses 

Council  building 

No.  of 

programme  for  1954 

Parish  Council  Houses 

(a)  Houses 

(/;)  Bungalows 

3 

Asenby 

8 

Baldersby 

4 

— 

2 

Cundall 

4 

— 

2 

Dishforth 

22 

— 

4 

Hutton  Conyers 

4 

— 

2 

Marton-le-Moor 

4 

4+ 

4=1 

Melmerby 

24 

— 

3 

Middleton  Quernhow 

— 

— 

— 

Norton  Conyers 

— 

— 

— • 

Rainton 

10 

— • 

4 

Wath 

6 

4 

— 

l  Includes  6  dwellings  under  construction  at  31.12.53. 
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Work  has  continued  on  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  and  the 


position  is  as  follows  : — 

Total  No.  of 

Total  No. 

Categories  - 

Houses 

Surveyed 

1 

2  3 

5 

620 

427 

141 

97  136 

53 

At  the  end  of  1953  there  was  no  known  cases  of  statutory 
overcrowding  within  the  Council’s  district. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  collection  of  domestic  refuse  is  undertaken  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  district.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  a  contractor 
for  the  Council,  and  a  fortnightly  service  is  provided.  The 
arrangements  work  very  smoothly  and  complaints  regarding 
the  service  have  been  few  in  number  and  have  received  prompt 
attention. 


MILK  AND  OTHER  FOOD. 

The  bulk  of  the  food  consumed  in  the  area  is  sold  from  shops 
situated  outside  the  district  in  the  neighbouring  towns  and  de¬ 
livered  to  the  villages  by  motor  van,  and  travelling  shop. 

Most  of  the  shops  within  the  district  are  small  country 
village  general  stores. 

There  is  only  one  butcher’s  shop  in  the  area  and  no  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  in  operation  within  the  district. 

During  the  year  a  small  quantity  of  unsound  canned  food 
was  accepted  on  voluntary  surrender  and  destroyed. 

There  are  eleven  retailers  of  milk  in  the  area,  four  of  whom 
enter  the  district  from  dairies  situated  outside. 

In  1953  there  were  two  licensed  dealers  in  ice  cream  in  the 
area.  Both  of  these  deal  in  the  pre-packed  commodity  as  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  large  ice-cream  factors. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Council’s  operator,  trained  in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
methods,  continued  to  deal  with  all  complaints  of  infestation  as 
they  arose.  At  the  same  time  regular  inspections  were  made  of  the 
Council’s  sewage  works,  and  routine  treatment  carried  out  in  all 
sewers.  Where  it  has  been  necessary  inspections  of  farm  property 
have  bene  carried  out  and  instructions  given  for  any  necessary 
work  to  be  done. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  the  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  oi 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 

(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities 

4 

15 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
Premises) 

- 

| 

Total 

4 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

2.--— Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number 
which  de 
for 

of  cases  in 
fects  were 
md. 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) .  . 

— - 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including  offences 

— 

— 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

Totals 

Nil 

Nil 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  D.  HUNTER 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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